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I i yiy'TL " HE Whltcsburg, Ky company
till 't Wv ii"'II I V f state militia has beenII I "" yyt
I II 'I r muatored out. Tho membora
I II J considered tho work for
f II j which this company was or--

III i I V ganized liad bcon completed,
II It V S - thoy failed to meet rcgu- -

I - - larly to drill. Tho stato au- -
I II XhorlticTTosldcrod their work well and por- -

j manently done Tho company, when It was

ill I mustered out recently, was composed of sons
HI if Rnd relatives of men who wore tho original

III members.
ill f

That in tho way a news item might bo wrlt- -

II I ten Ordinarily, tho local newspapor of .-
-. town

llill 1 that hoasts of a company of militia, would ndd
I'll to tnIs ltcrn tno nfiniC3 or tno mcn Tno nlctro"

ill i polltnn nowspnpors of a stato In which a com-- 1
'

pany of militia Is disbanded would use a buro
II mention of tho fact if tho item did not got lost.
I I But tho Whltcsburg company did work that is

II nationally- - famous.
I The fact that it has been mustered out means

I'll I volumes to those who reside' In Eastern Kcn- -

H I tucky.
HI ? To those who onco rosldcd in Eastern ICen- -
II 'i tucky, many of whom will uoror daro return,

III Jt rcca11s llcod3 tnat aro l0Vcr discussed oxcept
III tsir aua' froni lll scones. To many of tho
illl I exiles, tho news means that possibly they can'l jcturn, perhaps to llnht aaln.jl p ir0r tho coals of hate arc smoldering In tho
I II : mountains of Eastern Kentucky.

I i Y man3" tll fact that tne comPany recently
iHm was composed mostly of sons und relatives
III r tho . orlplnal m"'"-- s would Lo significant.

That In itself shows tho spirit of the Kentucky
111 mountaineer "'Sons' and Relatives." It is tho
lll:' fcud svlrixl that will last at least throuch tho

I III' preeont generation.
f

"

Tho Whitesburg Company of the Kentuoky
National Guard was organized in 1S92, a long
time ago in Kentucky mountain hlBtory. to ex-

terminate a band of Ku Klux Klan which was
terrorizing Letcher and adjoining counties, and
whoso influence was growing constantly. The
"Whltpeburg company Immediately began waging
n conillct similar to tho United States punitive
expedition into Moxlco That is why only sons
and relatives belonged to tho company In 1916.

The deed that caused tho formation of tho
company was the assassination of twelve porsons

men, women and children as they rodo In a
wagon along a lonely mountain trail near
TVhltesbnrg.

This aroused all Eaetcrn Kentucky and tho
company of militia was Immediately formed.

In tho same county, but not connected with
"Killing Rock," as tho boulder has been known
sinco the massacre, is a cemetery containing
thirty graves. Twenly-nln- o of thoso burled
were murdered, it is slated by pcoplo who llvo
In the county.

Ku Klux Bred by Feuds
BEGINNING now on the feuds of the

and especially tho Ku
Klux Klan, It can be cald In tho outset that
every county In that vast region can recite of
dastardly crimes and assassinations of tho
Bloody K. K. K., as It In often termed. Breathitt
County iw her exciting days during the ln

feud. She has bIbo bcon affected
with moro or less Ku Klux Klan depredations.

Tlko County on tho cast saw her Ilatfield-McCo- y

feud waged with deathly fervor for tho
ton long years of Its reign. Tho Hatflold-Mc-Co- y

feud has been halted Indefinitely, but there
arc yot sympathizers in both factions that de-

light in relating of the doings of each other
with a burning hatred that may ono day ter-
minate in something desperate to the peaei and

.ri

quietude of Pike County Plko has also boon
(ho "hot bed" of action for many Ku Klux Klan
depredations.

Porry County, on tho south, witnessed her
dark days of terror during the fifteen long years
of the French-Evorso- lo foud the war that en-
tirely exterminated both factions of tho feud
and.aa has boon said, "Dead men toll no tales."

Flfly persons were killed, while every effort
to suppress tho lawlessness rampant during tho
terrible onslaught was without avail. The last
victim was Judge Josiah Combs, past 70, as-
sassinated us ho sat at his supper tablo In his
home In the town of Hazard, enjoying his sup-
per meal.

Some years later there was an occasional out-
break of the Ku Klux Klafc in Perry County, and
a number of Innocent, helpless women were mis-
treated. Then tho lawbreakers "dispersed" Into
Bloody Breathitt County. Harlan County, on
iho southeast, has had a foud tho Howard-Eversol- o

vendutto that waged for five years or
more. At least forty persons were killed. Knott
County on the north was tho scene of tho Jones-Wrig-

feud war of ten years' duration.

More Than Thirty Slain
DETECTIVE JOHN TV. AVHIGHT of Lotchor

who ha3 done more to bring tho
Ku Klux Klan war to a closo than any othor
man In tho stntc, commanded tho forcos on tho
"Wright side In this mc'tnorablo conflict.

Several skirmishes wero fought over the Knott
border In Letcher County during tho war tho
wnr which put moro than thirty pcoplo sleeping
on the, hillsides.

From the organization of the Ku Klux Klan
In Ltchor County in the year 1S80 up to 1802
a reign of twelve years many murders and rob-
beries wero committed.

During theso years a spirit of contention was
being waged between Dr. if. vB. Taylor, once a

noted mountain physician, and Cal and llanan
Flemings, brothers, on one sjdc, and the family
of Ira Mullins, seven strong, on the other. It
was on a beautiful summer morning, Juno 13,

1S92, lhat tho enemy, Dr. Taylor, and the Flem-
ings, lay in wait In a secluded spot near tho
public roadway on Cumberland Mountains, lead-
ing across into Virginia. For days they lay in
wait.

Tho Mullins wero driving In a wagon. At
length the quletudo of the mountains wero
wi ought In confusion, its stIllno?s reverberated
by hnndroda of rlflo shots from tho outlaws, and
tho lives of six of the family of seven wero for-

feited. Here is the soeno that mot tho eyes of
tho hundreds who wore called to tho lonely
mountain trail.

Ira Mullins, the head of the household, lay
gasping for his last breath across the breast of
his devoted wife, who was dead. Two balls i

had pierced her heart. Near by lay tho pros- -
trato form of Eva Mullins, tho
daughter. Ono ball had pierced hor forehead.
On tho opposite side lay two sons and a daugh- - c

w dead John Harrison Mullins, 9 i

years old, tho only ourvinlng mombor. Jumped
from tho shnckly old wagon Just as tho firing 1

was begun and fled for his life. f

Shot after shot was fired at him as ho dieap- - c

poared into tho underbrush. Two balls pierced 7

tho crown of his hat and a third cut his sua- - c

ponder in twain. . . t

An Enemy to End of Time t
with tears trickling down his cheeks, aTODAY, Harrison Mullins recites tho experl- -

oncos of that day, while now and forever, even t
after death, ho swears, Mullins Is an avowed s
enemy of tho Ku Klux Klan. IIo has sworn by u
a higher power that he will fight therm to a fin-

ish for all tlmo, and, like most mountaineers, ti
Mullins has been truo to his words, his convlc- - b

lions. Time nor change can effect nothing in
this case.

Throo months later it became known that Dr.
Taylor and the Flemings wero Ku Klux Klan
members, wero avowed enemies of tho Mulllnn
family, and had not been seen sinco tho day bo-fo-

tho day of battle. Several notable circum-
stances wero shown that theao men wero guilty
of tho murder of tho Mullins family, and must
be proven ho, otherwise 'a dark blot would be
cast upon tho officials of tho two common-
wealths, Kentucky and Virglnla.

Wlso County and tho Stato of Virginia offered
rewards of $500 for each outlaw, whllo the State
of Kentucky and Letcher County put on another
$600 for each. Detectives and oounty sheriffs
began systematic searches.

For months tho search was kept up. At
length tho outlaws were found near Canden-on-tho-Gaul-

Rlvor, Greenbrier County, West Vir-
ginia, heavily fortified.

Tho officers know that to charge on thorn
meant death, as they had a wagon load of mu-

nitions stored In their retreat. At length a
charge was mado, which resulted in a glorious
". Ictory for the officers. Dr. Taylor, tho decided
loader, was enptured; Cal Flemings was cap-

tured and'Henan Flemings was wounded, and
he gavo up In tho thickest of the battle

They wero brought to TVlso Courthouse, Vir-
ginia, and placed in the County Jail amid the
most Intense excitement that was ever known

IL iiJffl9SiiJS
iheie In J.inunrj. following, they wore tried
tho Wise County Court.

Dr. Taj .or received u death sentence, whll
the two Flemings brothers were each given lifi
sentences In the Virginia Penitentiary. In Octo
bor, the same year, Dr. Taylor was hanged fo
his participation In the crime of the Mulliu
famllj-- , thus the chapter in one of the most ex
citing murcTera In tho hlstorj of the Ku KIu
Klan depredations was closed. The hanging 0
Taylor and the life sentences of the Fleming
Inspired now life and hatred in the veins of tlv
icmatnlng' Ku Klux Klan members, hut for,
i.:rc there was qulot In the camps.

Nearly Eveiy I omc R ebbed
TWO j'oars later, however, tho Ku Klux Klai

showed a membership of pcrimp:
.'')0 in Letcher County alone, while each of lh(
adjoining counties contained moie or less Ki
Klux Klan mcir.Lers. From 1S"5 to the prin
if lCOO, more than almost the whole of tin

mountain:-- ' peaceful homes wore pillaged, far
mors were robbed. Innocent and helpless womer
were made tho victims of the most Inlmnm
treatment" from the hands of the outlaw band
I uring this period there wore manj murder:
omrniltcd b the Klan.
In 1951. it scorned a If the Ku Klux KUn fac-

tion had bioken out anew, and during tho first
Ik months of tho jear fully fifty helpless wom-

en were mado tho victims of their Inutal
while half as manv men were Hogged

n til iSnslorn Kentucky became si U'sgracir
Perhaps twenty persons uere killed in Lctchci

'ouiu' alone. Quotations in this oountj were
along Boone's Fork and Rockhouse creeks anil
adjacent tcrrllorj.

It was on Boone's Fork that on n cold night
in the month of Januarj. 1901. that Mra Jemima
Hall, a lcspcctablc widow, acd CO, and hor

ear-ol- d son, Sherwood Reynolds, were 'min
deed by the Ku Klu Klan. First, the outlaws
iol-be- the poor woman, then dragged her in her
night "robe out Into the snow and whipped her
until she died. Her young son offered resistance
nnd they shot him dead onthe ground They
dispersed Into the mountain fastnesses, lonvinn
tho bodies alono in the snow.

At length It was suspected that John Iteyn- -

nld was a leader In the depredations, and this
s detailed to Gov. Beckham. He likewise

placed a reward of $1000 each upon the heads of
wo Reynolds and a Potter. tvhlo $500 was

placed upon tho remaining thirteen. A few days
later, and at the exact moment that Senator
William Goobel fell In tho Cnpltol square In

Frankfort. William S. Wright, a prominent and
vcalthy logging man, likewise fell from tho
"aands of assassins as he was riding along the
public road near his home, en route to work on

Boono's Fork Cicck, In the heart of tho Ku
Klux Klan region.

Entire Stale Indignant
of other depredations were

HUNDREDS tho countj--. but the as-

sassination of Wright caused a wavo of Indig-

nation to sweep ovok tho entire state. Ono a
frosty night in November of the previous j'car,
Georgo Sexton, a blind mail carrier, was called
from his homo on tho Camp Branch Creek at
midnight and most horribly whipped. A brother,
iiowcvcr, rushed to tho scone, procured medical
ild and saved his llfo.

In tho same month tho band whlppod a dozon
r more of helpless women in tho vicinity and

nado tho nights hideous bj tho constant fire of
;helr rifle. A few nights lator tho home of Mr.
iowlot Halo, postmaster at Rockhouso, was
lred Into, and tho famllj wore glvon a closo e.

A steam grist mill and a number of
irotty homes wero burned in tho neighborhood
f Rockhouso Creek.
Leaving that section, the Ku JOux Klan mom-er- n

moved to Boone's Fork in tho upper part
if tho countj', where thoy wero to renow s.

On tho second night after their arrival
.t Boone's Fork they entered tho homo of John
". Craft, a 'respectable river farmer, and
rhlpped Mrs. Delia Craft and Sarah Cloek, a
ervant at tho Craft homo. Hickory clubs wore
scd until tho victims woro half dead.
A mob of enraged citizens was organized, and

rent In pursuit of tho outlaws. Tho citizens'
"and overtook tho outlaws at Boone Hill at tho

mouth of Boono's Fork, a notod camping tritt B
and exactly at tho midnight hour, in tho moon H
light, a fleroe, desperate, hand-to-han- d battta H
was fought. H

Lead was pumped at both factions for half an H
hour. In tho terriblo conflict throo horses worn H
killed. Ono of them proved to "bo a flno steed H
tho property of Blalno Combs, but ho "was be jH
Jioveu not to have been a member of tho Danaj """""""""

It will be remembered that Combs was killed oq
tho streets of Manchester, Clay County, a yea

Another murder in tho Boono 11111 conflict was M
that of Louis Lucas, whose death was kept t 'M
secret for several months. From trails of blood H
that led Into the mountain fastnesses it war H
evident that others of the outlaws were shot H
and wounded. However, tho extent of tho worlf H
accomplished In thin battle will never be known.- H
Previous td this Conflict it was not known that H
nny of the Lucas were Involved. H

In April, 1901, tho element In
every corner of the state declared that lawless H
noss by tho Ku Klux Klan In tho Lotcher Coun B
tj mountains must stop. HBl

Gov. Beckham placed an amplo reward upon HVJ
tho heads of all tho members of the outlaw HHl
band. A detective, John W. Wright, a fearless HA
officer, who has landed moro criminals to juotico HVJ
than nny other man in tho South, was first to BBl
volunteer his services. HHl

At length an officers' posse was organized, HHJ
comprising fifteen men. With Wright in tha HHl
lead, and with a bountiful supply of munitions, BVJ
they went Into tho Boone's Fork Mountains, J
bent on running the outlaw band to earth at a HHl
risk of their lives. After days of ceaseless search
the band was found in a fortification In a cava
on tho loading mountain spur botwoen Mlllstono
Creek and Boone Fork. H

Boy, 17, Is Killed H
LjOWEVEn, when the officers' P0330 con- -

fronted tho outlaws tho latter opened lire. VM
For half an hour a desperate battle waged. A H
reputed leader of the Ku Klux Klan was a crack H
marksman, having won many prizes whllo In H
camp at Chickamauga Park, Ga., during tho M
Spanish-America- n war. aM

When the smoke cleared away joung Wllllo H
. Wright, son of the lato William

S. Wright, assassinated by the Itoynolds fac- - H
tiou, lay dead upon the ground, a steel ball hav- - H
lug pleiccd his abdomon. To avenge his ftithor'a H

' death, young Wright had joined the offlcors' H
posse. Isaac Milliard of Pike County, tho sec- - M
ond victim, lay dead. He was of tho o in eery' H
posse. John Henry Elklns. a deputy sheriff of H
Letcher Countj. was despcratclj wounded. Tho H
fourth victim was dangerously wounded H

Ku Kluxer John Koyno'du was morUhy H
wounded, nnd was carried to the settlements H
bj the officers" posse, who guarded him for " IH

n weeks, between life and death, when ho at H
length rocovci cd. H

Willie Wright died before ho realised that 1 H6
liall from his rlllo had given John Reynolds. Ha
his picked man. a despcruto wound, but It did. JHUoj'noids, at length leuoveted. was tiled and jHgiven n lifo sentence in the Kentucky Pent- - H
(enllarj. Ilo Is iiow seiMiig h!t sentcm-l- - bul- - H' lowing this battle, indignation was aroused li H
every section of the commonwealth, and ;i(rom- - H
panv of state militia, comprising tho ben' men H
fn the county, was organized and fu1 H

L Immediate service. For over six months e.- - H
citemerit ran high. H

At length, and at a time uiien all of the K t H
Klu KIrii mcmbeis formed detcimlned to dM H
with their boots on. I hey gave up to the of- - H

, fleets, at least five of thorn. H
s Georgo Cook, illative or 3iii Cook: John and H
0 Martin Hcnlly, Dul Johnson and sun. Neuronic, H
1 after iliey wero agsuicd of absolute, prutc--i l.o'i H
. fium mob iuIo.

After a cios'j ihagc and u liii.it id ungacennnt
Matt and John Wright, Jr.. relatie to Jo, 11 H
W. Wright, the detective, gavo up to the of- - H

i fleers' poso. Thus, with John Reynolds, I c'm: H
confined in a hospital, .eight of tho dcpualo H
Ku.Klicc Klan were apprehended to await 1 H
Just And Impartial trial. Larsr l.&e and ol H
Mcmliujs wet'appteh'jiidcd at n country cluic H
on Buones Koik. A battle was nai- - H
vowly aveitcd.

A Reynolds, who was reputed to bja the lo.nl- - H
et of (.he Ku Klux Klan at this time, had li"- - H
appeared n completely aa If the oaith had - fl
lowed him up. Even his aged mother, his o ug
wife and children knew nothing of his v. iicre- -

abouts. Thoy even mourned him An dead,
The Ku Klux Klan members wero removed to H

Plnevillc, Bell Couutj. as Justice coul rot
have been given ' thorn in the home count'. fl
owing to the Intense excitement that was prom- - H
lent. O'hoy were nli tried separately, and c(it H
recfslvojl lifo sentences In the (Contucky I cnl- - H
tonllarr.

Gir.'s Fight with Rifles H
IN many of the battles with the Ku Klux Klan. jHKills, scarcely out of their trcus. have been H

v Known to take part In the skirmishes. In 0110
or the flcrcR.sl battles at Booties Fork Miss Nea
Johnson, baicly 17. piovcd herself a heroin" H
In the thickest of the batllo she rushed into tho
conflict, rlllo In hand, and opened lire. She w.is H
tho last to retreat, and It Is superfluous to an H
her efforts were effective.

During the reign of the Ku Kluv Klan In
Knott County tho outlaws attacked tho home H
of H. C. Moore, a prospcious farmer, In In H
absence from home. Ills daughter H
rushed outside, killed ono of tho outlaws with
a club, and, wreuting his rlllo from him, drovo H
the outlaws away.

During tho an'mc month Virginia Bill Fralcy,
pant SO, living on Upper Tioublcsome Creek, In
Knott County, was lobbed and later murdered
by the Ku Klux Klan. Ills wife, two years his H
Junior, interfered nnd sho was whlppod. H

This outrago caused much cxcltomont among
tho clement of Knott Countj, H

"As long as tho present generation survives H
there will bo moro or less Ku Klux Klan blood jHexisting in tho whole of Eastern Kentucky." H
spoke a prominent official of Letcher County H
to the writer rccentlj. That ofllclal know moro
of tho conditions of Eastern Kentucky and her H
people than any other man In it. Thcro are oc- - H
casional outbreaks In Plko, Perrj Harlan and H
Knott. HllWoman Brutally Whipped H
tN the Juno following Mrs. Mary Vanover wan H
A unmercifully whipped at her homo on Lower
Elkhorn Creek. Two residences wore burned H

. by tho Klan on Elkhorn Creek in tho same H
month, and not an arrest was made.

In October, 1903. Tandy Branham. an old out- -
law feud leader and Ku Klux Klan organ- - Hlzor, was hanged at Wise Courthouse, Va. H
for tho murder of a man named Hobbs' In a HVirginia mining town. Branham, Just boforo H
his departuro from thin stato, killed old manHenry Vanovor In Vanover'a own corn field 1on Elkhorn Crock. His whorcaboutB wore un- - H
known until ho murdered Hobb In Virginia, fH


